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UCanGo2.org …

• Offers a college access 
program for students from 
kindergarten through 12th

grade

• Provides information on how to 
plan, prepare and pay for 
college

• Helps families create a 
college-going culture in the 
home



The High School Student Workbook 
provides helpful information to answer 
these questions:

Why Go to College?
What Do I Want to Be?
How Do I Get There?
Where Do I Go?
How Do I Pay for It?



SECTION ONE

WHY GO TO COLLEGE?

More 
choices

More 
freedom

I don’t like 
high school. 
Why would I 
want to go to 

college?
New 

prospects



scholarships and student                

College can be costly in terms 
of tuition, books and time, but it’s a smart 
investment in your future.

College is too expensive. There’s no way I 
can afford it.

There’s an abundance of grants, 
scholarships and student loans that are 
available to help with the cost.



I don’t know 
what I want 
to do with  
my life so 
there’s no 

point in going 
to college.

College is a 
great 

opportunity to 
explore new 
activities and 
learn about 

yourself.



What’s In It for Me?

Higher 
Income

Better 
Benefits

More Job 
Security



What’s In It For Me?

• Empowers you to shape your future

• Provides cultural diversity

• Increases your intellectual 
understanding

• Exposes you to different world views 
and philosophies



See the difference a 
college education 
can have on your 
salary!



SECTION TWO

WHAT DO I WANT TO BE?

CAREER –

A long-term 
profession that 
typically requires 
specialized training.

JOB –

A regular activity 
performed in 
exchange for 
payment that may 
be a short-term 
position.



Investigate Your Interests



Career Clusters



Learn More

OKcollegestart.org offers 
insightful career videos that 

allow students to learn about 
a day in the life of their 

chosen profession.



Occupations in Oklahoma



Develop a Career Plan



SECTION THREE

HOW DO I GET THERE?

Take the  
right 
classes

Earn 
college 
credit now
• Concurrent 

enrollment
• AP courses

ACT / SAT
• ACT.org
• SAT.org
• Free 

practice 
tests at  



ACT/SAT Practice Tests



Study in a quiet 
area and take 

breaks

Write down 
assignments and 

due dates

Edit and 
proofread your 

homework

Organize your 
desk and papers

Listen carefully in 
class and ask 

questions

Study your most 
challenging 
subject first

Strengthen Your Study Habits



Oklahoma’s Promise

• Apply in the 8th, 9th, 10th or 11th grade

• Be a resident of Oklahoma

• Complete a specific high school curriculum

• Achieve at least a 2.50 GPA in curriculum and overall

• Abide by certain conduct standards

• Federal adjusted gross income of the student’s family may not 
exceed $60,000 for parents with 1 or 2 dependent children, 
$70,000 for parents with 3 or 4 dependent children or $80,000 
for parents with 5 or more dependent children at the time of 
application and $100,000 each year the student is enrolled in 
postsecondary education

• Learn more at okpromise.org.



Extracurricular 
Activities

Community 
Service

Volunteer 
Work

Go the Extra Mile



Track Your Accomplishments



High School Checklists



Senior Timeline



SECTION FOUR

WHERE DO I GO?

Campus 
Size

Admission 
Requirements

Affordability
Type of 
College

Location

Courses 
Offered

What do I 
want in a 
school?



100,000 high school students shared 
how they chose the college they planned 
to attend.



Four-Year 
University

• Associate, 
bachelor’s and 
graduate 
degrees

• Well-rounded 
education and 
flexible
degrees

Community 
College

• Associate 
degrees

• Enter the work 
force after 
graduation or 
transfer credits to 
a four-year 
university

Technical Branch

• Associate and 
bachelor’s 
degrees

• Education and 
training in 
technical fields

Understanding School Types



Career 
Technology 
Center

• Certificates in 
various fields of 
study

• Prepares 
students for 
college and 
careers

Proprietary 
School

• Prepares 
students for 
specific 
occupations

• Privately-owned 
institutions

Private University

• Offer education 
in various fields

• Tuition and fees 
tend to be higher 
than at public 
institutions 

Understanding School Types



Location, Location, Location

Urban

• Located in large, metro areas
• Have more opportunity for job 

placement and internships
• Typically attract culturally 

diverse students

Rural

• Located in smaller towns that 
can serve a widespread area

• Typically offer more on-campus 
housing and entertainment

• Offer more personalized 
assistance from professors

Suburban

• Usually located in towns where the school’s revenue helps drive the 
economy

• Have amenities located nearby, i.e. laundromat, grocery, bank 
• Offer more on-campus events



Size Up Your College



OKcollegestart.org

Visit OKcollegestart to compare colleges and 
career technology centers in Oklahoma and 
nationwide.

Find information on college costs, average 
financial aid provided, sports programs and 
available scholarships, student population data, 
majors offered, application details, and much 
more.





Successful Campus Visits



SECTION FIVE

HOW DO I PAY FOR IT?

Apply 
for 

financial 
aid

Complete 
the 

FAFSA

Sign up for 
Oklahoma’s                           

Promise 

Apply for 
scholarships

Get a 
part-time 

job

Open a 
savings 
account



What is Financial Aid?

• All students are 
eligible for some type            
of financial assistance         
for college

• Seniors should apply 
for financial aid by 
completing the FAFSA 
every year

• Money used to help       
you pay for college

• Comes in the form of 
grants, scholarships, 
work programs and 
student loans

• Apply for it every         
year you need money    
for college



Set up your 

Federal Student 

Aid (FSA) ID at 

StudentAid.gov

Complete the 

FAFSA at 

FAFSA.gov

Use your      

FSA ID to 

access and sign 

your FAFSA

Never pay to 

complete the 

FAFSA. 

It’s FREE!

Getting Financial Aid



Complete the FAFSA

FAFSA.gov



Create Your FSA ID at StudentAid.gov





Free Money Earned Money Student Loans

• Federal Grants
• State Grants
• Scholarships

• Work-Study • Subsidized
• Unsubsidized
• Parent loans

Financial Aid



Types of 
Financial 

AidPell Grant Work-Study
Oklahoma Tuition 

Aid Grant

PLUS Loan

Federal 
Supplemental 
Educational 

Opportunity Grant

Subsidized 
Student Loan

TEACH Grant
Unsubsidized 
Student Loan

Iraq and 
Afghanistan Grant



Are You Looking for Money?



UCanGo2.org Scholarships

Scholarships 
by Deadline

Scholarships 
by Category

Scholarship of 
the Week

Scholarship 
Tracker

Scholarships 
101 

PowerPoint

Scholarship 
Essay Tips



Scholarship Resources

Determine that the goal you set is
attainable and can be reached.



Unique Scholarships

Determine that the goal you set is
attainable and can be reached.

Applicants must:

• Write a 250 word 
essay on the 
monthly topic

• Be 14 years of 
age, or older, at 
the time of 
application

• Be a legal citizen 
of the U.S. or 
D.C.



OKcollegestart.org Scholarships



Outreach Resources



Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
Oklahoma College Assistance Program

Outreach Department

405.234.4239
866.443.7420 (toll free)

UCanGo2@ocap.org

This presentation is for educational purposes only, and is not intended 
to be construed as financial, investment, legal and/or tax advice.

Contact Us

mailto:UCanGo2@ocap.org
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